APPENDICES
APPENDIX I
LETTER FROM HAKIM AJMAL KHAN
AHMED AB AD ,
March 17, 1922
MY DEAR  MAHATMAJI,
I have received the letter which you wrote to me from Sabarmati Jail
and thank you very sincerely for the kind sentiments that you have expressed
towards me. Whether I really deserve them is another question into which I
do not propose to enter.
I am glad that Mr. Shankerlal Banker is with you in the jail. He
has great affection for you and possesses qualities which have endeared him to
you. I feel sure that his company in jail will be a source of extra pleasure and
satisfaction to you.
I can, however, feel happy at your arrest "only when I find that, as a
mark of the profound respect that it has for you, the country takes still greater
interest in the national movement than it did when you were free. But it gives
me infinite pleasure to see that the country observed perfect peace on your
arrest. This is a clear sign of the spread of the spirit of non-violence in
the country, which is as essential for our success as pure air is for life.
I have no doubt that the secret of the progress of our country lies in the
unity of the Hindus, the Mussulmans and other races of India. Such a unity
should not be based on policy, for that, in my opinion, will only be a kind
of armistice which might with difficulty be sufficient for the present require-
ments. But I clearly see that the two great communities are coming closer to
each other every day. And although the number of men whose hearts are
absolutely free from any sectarian prejudices may not be very great in the
two communities, I feel convinced that the country has found the road to real
unity and will advance on it with steady steps towards its goal. So highly do
I prize the unity of races inhabiting our country that, if the country gave up
all other activities and achieved that alone, I would consider the Khilafat and
the swaraj questions automatically solved to our satisfaction. For the achieve-
ment of our objects is so intimately connected with this unity that to me the
two appear identical.
The question naturally arises, how are we to achieve this living and
lasting unity? I can find only one answer to that. We can only achieve it
by the sincerity and purity of our hearts. Not until every one of us has
driven selfishness out of his jnind will our country succeed in achieving its